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THE READING TABLE 
An Experience Curriculum in English. By W. 
Wilbur Hatfield, Chairman. New York. D. 
Appleton-Century Company. 1933. pp. 
$1,75. 
The report of the Curriculum Commis- 
sion appointed five years ago by the Na- 
tional Council of Teachers of English has 
just been published. As the title, An Ex- 
perience Curriculum in English, suggests, 
chief emphasis is laid upon experience. 
Experience is described, after John 
Dewey, as meeting a situation, doing some- 
thing about it, and taking the consequences. 
"The ideal curriculum," the report states, 
"consists of well-selected experiences. The 
guiding idea for both curriculum builder 
and user is the conception of the curriculum 
as a body of guided experiences paralleling 
present and future out-of-school experi- 
ences." 
With such a basic philosophy of learning 
for living, social situations determine the 
organization of the curriculum. Each of 
the big sections of pupil activity literature, 
reading, speech, writing, and creative writ- 
ing—is divided into "strands" of similar 
activities. For example, Speech at the sec- 
ondary level is divided into Conversing, 
Telephoning, Interviews and Conferences, 
Discussion, Questions and Answers, Organ- 
izations, and Special Occasion Speeches. 
Literature at the elementary level is di- 
vided into Enjoying Action and Suspense, 
Enjoying Humor of Various Kinds, Enjoy- 
ing the World of the Senses, Exploring the 
Social World, Enjoying Fantasy and 
Whimsy, and Sifting the Radio Programs. 
Since "the exchange of ideas and infor- 
mation is the very life-blood of society," the 
commission reports that "the art of com- 
munication must occupy a prominent place 
in any modern curriculum." And because 
the occasions for speaking are more fre- 
quent, more varied in type, and in many 
ways more difficult to meet than occasions 
for writing, it is recommended that pupils 
be given more school experience in spoken 
than in written communication. 
The teaching of literature is based on the 
conception of giving the pupil experiences 
that have intrinsic value for him now. But 
since not all pupils in the same grades are 
ready for the same experiences, the litera- 
ture course must be highly flexible so that 
the teacher may choose material to suit the 
personalities and the social situation in each 
class. Pupils are frequently to be given the 
experience of choosing for themselves what 
they will read as regular class work and 
allowed freedom almost always in out- 
side reading. "For the graduate never to 
have read a sentimental, improbable, or bad- 
ly written book," the report announces, "is 
a misfortune. We should let the boys and 
girls make choices between good and poor 
books while we are still at hand to help them 
establish standards." A warning is sound- 
ed against trying to develop the reading 
habit through compulsion. "There is abun- 
dant evidence that pupils will read more, 
now and hereafter, under stimulation and 
guidance than under specific requirements." 
An important feature in the Experience 
Curriculum is the relegation of corrective 
work in language and reading to a separate 
division where it will be experienced only 
by those who in tests or daily performance 
clearly show need of it. 
Members of the Commission in the main 
approved the present strong tendency to ex- 
periment with integrated activity units, but 
they did not feel that the time was ripe to 
offer a course of study which should in- 
clude all the other subjects taught. The 
units given in composition are so arranged 
that they will fit very well into such activ- 
ity units as individual schools or teachers 
may initiate. 
The innovation proposed in the report 
which is most likely to provoke widespread 
discussion among teachers is the omission 
of grammar as a required formal study. 
"Since no scientific experiment has ever 
showed any considerable value of grammar 
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in the establishment of habits of correct 
speech or writing," W. Wilbur Hatfield of 
Chicago Normal College, chairman of the 
Commission states, "grammar is introduced 
solely as an aid in the construction of more 
effective sentences. After ordering such or- 
ganization, many members of the Steering 
Committee were at first shocked by the re- 
sult, but upon more thorough study, they 
almost unanimously approved it." 
An Experience Curriculum in English is 
the work of a commission of 100 successful 
teachers of English from all sections of the 
United States and as such represents the 
best current thought about the content, and 
to some extent the method, of instruction in 
literature, reading, and expression, both 
oral and written. 
The appearance of the book is timely, for 
the courses of study in English as in other 
studies are now being reorganized in many 
schools and school systems, and a guide has 
long been needed. School administrators, 
members of curriculum committees, and 
teachers interested in bringing English 
teaching in line with present-day education- 
al philosophy can now benefit from the co- 
ordinated efforts of leading thinkers in the 
profession. 
Geady Gaerett 
How to Read Aloud, By H. H. Fuller and An- 
drew Thomas Weaver. Newark, N. J.: Silver, 
Burdett and Company, 1935. $1.00. 
This is, as the authors describe it, "an 
elementary handbook in the field of inter- 
pretative reading." Its main purpose is to 
give teachers and pupils the principles and 
technique of oral reading so that the prob- 
lems may be discussed in understandable 
terms and so that students may learn to 
want to read well. The book has fewer lhan 
two hundred pages, and approximately 
three-quarters of the space is given over to 
illustrative material; yet the brief, simple 
comments on "back-grounds of apprecia- 
tion," "coloring," "phrasing," "emphasis," 
and the use of the voice admirably present 
the essential information. The method of 
emphasis recommended by the authors, one 
of whom is chairman of the department of 
Speech at the University of Wisconsin, is in 
most respects the "mechanical" one, as op- 
posed to the "natural" method of men like 
Wayland Maxfield Parrish and James 
Winans. The friendly, intelligent style of 
the authors and the excellence of their lit- 
erary selections, however, will make the 
book attractive both to teachers and stu- 
dents in the secondary schools. 
Argus Tresidder 
The Modern Student; How to Study in High 
School. By David Eric Berg. Forest Hills, 
New York: Universal Publishing Company. 
1935. $1.00. 
Writing in dialogue style so as to appeal 
to high school pupils, the author presents a 
large number of significant rules of good 
study based on modern psychology, and 
particularly upon the psychology of eco- 
nomical learning. These rules are present- 
ed in different chapters dealing with such 
problems as incentives, preparing lessons, 
memorizing, getting ready for examina- 
tions, and so forth. While this should be a 
welcome addition to the rather scanty read- 
able literature in this field, the traditional 
teacher will be much better pleased with the 
materials than the progressive teacher be- 
cause of the stress on outlining, memoriz- 
ing, assignment-recitation technique, nu- 
merical grading, and orthodox examination 
concepts. 
W. J. G. 
Preparing the Research Paper. A Handbook. 
Revised Edition. By R. Morell Schmitz. New 
York: Farrar & Rinehart, Inc. 1935. 
Particularly helpful in the discussion of 
suitable procedures in the selection of sub- 
jects, use of the library, sources of informa- 
tion, and note-taking, this pamphlet gives a 
number of illustrations of parts of papers 
prepared by students. This is a much need- 
ed job, well done; and it immediately sug- 
gests a similar volume dealing with the 
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preparation of less formal written reports 
where learning, rather than research, is the 
A Textbook of Anatomy and Physiology. New 
(5th) Edition. By Jesse Feiring WUhams. 
Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders & Co. 1935. 
This new edition of an older, much bet- 
ter liked text is enlarged, revised and thor- 
oughly brought to date. The emphasis on 
development and its correlation with adult 
structure and function is to be commended. 
The questions following each chapter are 
helpful. Simple experiments are suggested 
making the book an excellent text combined 
with a guide to laboratory study. The il- 
lustrations have been added to; they help to 
make the book one of the best of its type. 
Ruth L. Phillips 
Essays in Modern Thought. Collected by 
Thomas R. Cook. New York: D. C. Heath 
& Co. 1935. 307 pp. $1.12. 
"We all read essays, whether we know it 
or not," points out this collector in defence 
of the dread term that connotes formality 
and dust to high school students. And so, 
with the advice of a very lively group of 
high school seniors, he has brought together 
twenty-seven bright and sparkling modern 
essays "on every conceivable subject and in 
every conceivable humor," leaving the 
beauties of Sesame and Lilies . . ■ for a 
more mature appreciation." 
Mrs. Banning's profoundly important es- 
say on "What a Young Girl Should Know 
(recently published in Harper r) is here, so 
is Dr. Fosdick's "The Unknown Soldier," 
and Heywood Broun's indictment of col- 
lege athletics and Mrs. Gerould's "The 
Nature of Hokum." These and Frederick 
L. Allen's brilliant beginning of Only Yes- 
terday indicate the high quality, the intelli- 
gent appeal, the stimulating charm of this 
volume. 
C. T. L. 
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE 
Excavation was to begin the first week 
of November on the new dormitory to be 
erected north of Spotswood and east of 
Carter House. A PWA grant recently ap- 
proved has made possible the building of 
this dormitory at an approximate cost of 
$110,000. The Harrisonburg Building and 
Supply Company was given the contract for 
the construction of this, the eighth building 
of its kind on campus. 
Ella Hubble, Victoria, was chosen fresh- 
man bride in the traditional New Girl-Old 
Girl wedding held at the college Wednesday 
afternoon, October 16. Flora Heins, pres- 
ident of the Senior Class, took the part of 
bridegroom. Frances Wells, president of 
the student body, officiated. Bridesmaids 
were Virginia Ramsey, Bassett; Jean Mc- 
Clung, Waynesboro; Lucille White, Salem; 
Shirley Smith, Little Rock, Arkansas; Mil- 
dred Abbitt, Victoria; Virginia Mae Speed, 
Bluefield; and Lafayette Carr, Galax. Jane 
Logan, Harrisonburg, was maid-of-honor. 
Annie Cox, secretary-treasurer of the stu- 
dent body, was best man. 
The two college publications, the School- 
ma'am and Breeze, sent as representatives 
to the meeting of the Associated Collegiate 
Press, held at the Medinah Club in Chicago, 
October 17-19, Evelyn Pugh and Margaret 
Newcomb, editor and business manager of 
the Schoolma'am, and Virginia Cox and 
Lois Meeks, editor and business manager 
of the Breeze. 
Of interest to teachers in this section of 
the state were two educational meetings 
held at the college the latter part of Oc-. 
tober. District G teachers met and dis- 
cussed, among other things, plans to be 
placed before the state legislature in regard 
to a sound retirement law. Following this 
meeting, a regional conference was held to 
consider a supervisory program. 
The second district convention of the 
Federated Music Clubs of Virginia was 
held at the State Teachers College on 
